
Pepco to Increase Capacity with Waterfront Substation   
 

 Why do we need a substation? 
o A substation is an essential point in the electric system from which power is distributed to homes and 

businesses. As the demand for electricity grows in the District of Columbia, Pepco has identified the need to 
construct a new distribution substation within the Ward 6, Buzzard Point area. The proposed Waterfront 
Substation is needed to support existing customers and planned development in the Capitol Riverfront and 
Southwest Waterfront areas and to replace aging infrastructure. 

 

 Why does the substation need to be constructed within the Buzzard Point community? 
o Construction of the Waterfront Substation is essential for maintaining and improving the overall reliability and 

electric service for customers in the Buzzard Point area. In order to continue to meet current customer 
demand and plan for projected growth in the Capitol Riverfront and Southwest Waterfront, Pepco needs to 
build a new substation that is centrally located in the community and near the existing substation. The 
construction of the Waterfront Substation will ensure that Pepco can meet the growing demand for electricity 
for decades to come.  

 

 What is a distribution substation? 
o A distribution substation steps down the electricity from higher transmission voltage to lower distribution 

voltage. It provides the power that will be distributed to customers.  
 

 When will this project be built? 
o Pepco expects to construct the Waterfront Substation in phases, with site work beginning in 2015.  The 

project is expected to be completed in June of 2017.   
 

 What is the construction timeline for the substation? 
o Construction of the Waterfront Substation will consist of a series of activities to build and provide reliable 

power for growth in the area. The project phases will include: substation site preparation and design; 
regulatory authorization and zoning; and three phases of construction through June of 2017.  The 
construction timeline includes build out of transmission lines, distribution lines, and the substation.  For 
additional information, please see the Waterfront Substation Fact Sheet by visiting the reliability projects 
section of our website at www.pepco.com. 

 

 What does the zoning process entail?  
o In order to construct the substation, Pepco must file for zoning authorization with the Board of Zoning 

Adjustment (BZA), and file a notice of construction with the District of Columbia Public Service Commission 
for new transmission lines and a substation. Pepco will have to receive authorization from the BZA as the 
current area is zoned CR in the Capitol Gateway Overlay District (CG). While this process typically takes 
between six to nine months, the public will have an opportunity to address its concerns at upcoming public 
hearings, ANC meetings and Pepco open houses. 
 

 Why is 2017 the target date if it’s critical we have a substation? 
o We need to plan that far ahead for a project of this nature. Constructing a substation, building the facility and 

connecting it with the transmission and distribution systems, takes time to receive the necessary approvals.   
 

 If this project is not done, would it affect reliability for electric customers? 
o Yes.  A new substation is needed as the current substation is anticipated to exceed its capacity based upon 

load growth projections.  
 
 

 



For more information and updates, visit www.pepco.com, follow us on Facebook and Twitter at PepcoConnect, and download our mobile app at 
www.pepco.com/mobileapp.  

Pepco, a subsidiary of Pepco Holdings, Inc. (NYSE: POM), delivers safe, reliable and affordable electric service to more than 793,000 customers in Maryland 
and the District of Columbia.  

 
 
 

 How will construction impact nearby residents? 
o Pepco will work diligently to minimize the impact of all scheduled work on residents. We continue to study and 

assess what streets will be most impacted by work along the distribution routes. We expect to know more 
about the exact locations and share those details with the community in the upcoming months. Pepco will 
notify neighbors of our project by letter and will schedule meetings with community stakeholders.   

 

 How will the DC United stadium construction impact the project? 
o Pepco is coordinating with DC United to avoid construction conflicts.  Pepco is supportive of efforts to bring 

new economic development opportunities to the District of Columbia while providing safe and reliable electric 
service to our customers. 

  

 What will happen to the Dent House? 
o Pepco purchased the property in 2008 and can ensure that construction for the Waterfront Substation will not 

impact the house.  
 

 What considerations were made in the Waterfront Substation model and design? 
o The building’s aesthetics and architectural features are meant to seamlessly tie into the neighborhood setting 

with the community in mind. Pepco has several variations of substations within the District of Columbia, and 
lessons learned from constructing and operating these substations were taken into consideration. The new 
substation will provide a more modern design for better access, state-of-the-art equipment and ease of 
access in the event of an emergency. 

 

 Will this project have any adverse impact on the environment? 
o We will work very hard to minimize any impacts on the natural environment. Pepco is committed to protecting 

the environment and complying with laws and regulations that protect sustainable resources and sensitive 
habitats.  Our track record demonstrates that we work cooperatively with regulatory agencies, obtain all 
required permits, and meet all environmental requirements and regulations under the terms of our permits.  
To date, we have completed a Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment and geotechnical testing. 

 

 Will this project have any impact on wildlife? 
o Pepco anticipates that there are no wildlife risks as part of this process. 

 

 Will the cost of this project be included in rates paid by Pepco customers? 
o The cost of maintaining, expanding and improving the electric transmission system is recovered through 

transmission and distribution charges on customers’ electric bills. This project would have a very small impact 
on customer bills. The Public Service Commission formally reviews, amends, and authorizes all rate 
adjustment requests made by the company in the District of Columbia. 

 

 Are there opportunities for the public to be involved? 
o Pepco believes public participation is critical to the success of this project. Your first opportunity to get 

involved is to participate in the public meetings that will be held throughout the process.  As we continue to 
move forward, Pepco will maintain a special area on our website for updates and additional project 
information. These updates are also available by following our Twitter handle @PepcoConnect and by visiting 
www.pepco.com/energy/reliability/reliabilityprojects. 

 
If you have questions, please contact: Chris Taylor, Pepco Public Affairs Manager DC Region, 
crtaylor@pepco.com. 

mailto:crtaylor@pepco.com

