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Q: We have two laptops, a
plasma screen TV, fax
machine and other electronics

in our home. Is it true they use

a lot of energy even when
turned off?

A: Yes.Your electronic appli-
ances and high-tech gizmos
can drain electricity even
when turned off. Some
experts call this “vampire
power” or wasted standby
power, which can account for
up to 10 percent of your
monthly electric bill.

A few simple steps will save
you energy and money:

1. Conduct an audit of your
home electronics. For less
than $25, you can buy an
electricity usage monitor to
calculate wasted standby
power.

2. Buy ENERGY STAR appli-
ances or electronics — your
energy efficiency guarantee.
Visit www.energystar.gov for
information.

3. Go to www.pepco.com
“My Account” for low-cost
and no-cost ways to lower
your energy bill.
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The large, flat roof surface and unobstructed view of the sun make Pepco’s
new substation in Northeast Washington an ideal site to use solar panels.

Resting atop Pepco’s new substation in Northeast Washington
are 48 solar panels. Together the panels produce roughly
10,000 watts of power.

While that is not enough to supply all the power needs of the
substation, it will reduce the amount of conventional power it
uses. And that helps protect the environment by reducing
power plant emissions.

The project is part of Pepco’s commitment to lessening our
carbon footprint. That commitment includes converting to
energy-efficient lighting in our facilities where possible and use
of alternative fuels and hybrids in our vehicle fleet.
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