
May is National Electrical Safety
Month, but Pepco reminds you that
electrical safety is something that should
be practiced every day of the year.

Electric shocks kill nearly 400 people
around the nation each year and
injure thousands more, according to
the Electrical Safety Foundation
International. 

With warmer weather, many of us
will be enjoying more time outside.
Here are some tips on staying safe
around electricity outdoors:

■ Never touch a power line and do
not let any objects you may be
carrying, such as a ladder or tall
garden tool, come into contact
with power lines. To do so can
result in serious injury or death.

■ Do not fly kites or model airplanes
near power lines.

■ Do not swim during a thunder-
storm.

■ Keep electric appliances such as
radios at least 10 feet away from
swimming pools.  (cont. on back)
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What’s Yours? What’s Ours?
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We’re connected to you 
by more than power lines.

®

DID YOU KNOW?
Q: I read with interest
your article on the
“smart” meter technol-
ogy. Is this meter
available now?
A: No, the new state-of-
the-art meters are not
available today. But
Pepco is planning to
install them for all cus-
tomers over the next
few years. The “smart”
meters are a key part of
our comprehensive plan
for protecting the envi-
ronment, enhancing reli-
ability and reducing
energy costs.

They will allow us to
remotely receive infor-
mation from your meter,
such as whether or not
you have power and
exactly how much ener-
gy you use.

Coupled with other tech-
nologies, the new
meters will also allow

(cont. on back)

Do you know where Pepco’s responsibility for electric service ends and
your responsibility as a customer begins?  Here’s some help.  

Service Drop: Pepco maintains the wire that runs from the street to
your home.  If you have underground service, Pepco’s wires terminate at
the meter. 

Point of Attachment: You are responsible for the bracket that
attaches the service drop to your home.

Service Entrance Cable: You are responsible for the wire from where
it attaches to your home to the meter for overhead service, and for the
wire from the meter to your service panel or fuse box for both overhead
and underground service.  

Meter Socket: You are responsible for the metal box that houses the
meter.

Meter: Pepco is responsible for the meter that measures electricity use.

Service Panel or Fuse Box: You are responsible for the box, the
service panel or fuses and all the wiring in your home.

Caution:  Only a licensed electrician should perform modifications to
the electrical wiring in your home.  Call Pepco if you have any ques-
tions regarding our equipment at 202-833-7500.

Practice Electrical Safety Every Day




